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three as t ronau t s  to a t t e n d  t h e  dinner  when h e  ta lked  t o  t h e m  
by phone s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they  re turned  from t h e  Apollo 16  mission. ~- 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 15, 1972 

T DR. FLETCHER: Thank you, Ron. 

We d i d  have a very prof i table  discussion w i t h  t h e  
T h e  experiences 

. 

President  pr imar i ly  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t w o  things: 
of t h e  Apollo 16  c r e w  members, w h o  are before you now8 and also 
reviewing progress  t h a t  w e  have made since t h e  summit 
conference i n  the rendezvous and docking mission, 

MORE 



The' Pres ident  w a s  very pleased w i t h  t h e  progress ,  . 
the response t h a t  w a s  received from the Congress of t h e  United 
States and t h e  program for  car ry ing  ou t  the whole mission, 
Everything seems t o  be going on schedule. 
meetings scheduled this Ju ly ,  as you probably know, w i t h  the 
prinoipals, t o  . t r y  t o  i r o n  ou t  the management of it, 

t h a t  as far as the docking mission i s  concerned t h i s  is  only 
the  beginning of w h a t  he  conceives as a long assoc ia t ion  w i t h  
t h e  Sovie t  Union i n  many other areas of space cooperation, 

).' 

We have kick-off 

- 
The P res iden t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wanted t o  emphasize 

- ,  

As you know, the agreement was.a broad agreement 
and w e  are busy working on o the r  kinds of things t ha t  w e  can 
do together ,  
perhaps through the t u r n  of the  century,  doing th ings  together ,  
p a r t l y  for reasons of doing it more economically, but  p a r t l y  
because he feels s t rong ly  tha t  the in t e rna t iona l  aspect  of 
this is important i n  improving r e l a t ionsh ips  , 

T h e  Pres ident  sees a long per iod of cooperation, 
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If we can do t h i s  together ,  w e  can do other things 
_ I  ~. % . ,. together ,  I .  

A l s o ,  he wanted t o  emphasize it is not  j u s t  the 
Soviet  Union and ourselves  who ought t o  cooperate i n  space 
b u t  the,  whole world, and qs you know, we are bus i ly  involved 
w i t h  other count r ies  of de world. With the Skylab program 
we do have experiments 'planned t h a t  are placed there by 
European countr ies ,  and w i t h  t h e  s h u t t l e  program we hope t o  
have Eoreign .astmnatlts, $xapean, Japnese, Australians , 

-. 

- . .  .-.- i . -- - 
Canadians, as w e l l  a&*:East Europeans. . . .  

. . .  . -  
So, it is the s ta r t ,  you might say, of a long : i  

period of cooperat ion i n  t h e  Soviet Union and he was pleased 
- -  

* .! 1'- 
t o  have this repor t .  . .: r ' 

'. 1 - I' , 
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John Young, 
impressions 

I. 

A t  this' t i m e ,  I wculd , l i k e  t o  call upon Captain 
who w i l l  speak f o r  the. 'as.tronauts to. give h i s  
of the _ .  . meeting. s'?. .. , . - _  . ' .f.. .( . 

. ,-, < *  
. L  

CAPTAIN YOUNG: ThaGk you, 
. _  

to hear the 
Thank you, D r .  Fletcher,,. It w a s  xea l ly  a pleasure 
P r e s i k n t  sneak of th i s -docking  mission the way 

he did,  You know t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  of a 1,000 mile journey needs 
t h a t  f i r s t  s t e p  and I think from our  s tandpoint  t h i s  is r e a l l y  
going t o  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  z t tempt  t o  cooperate on an i n t e r -  
na t iona l  scale with the Soviet Unian, 

. .  
I guess t h e  three of us f e e l  -- w e  know a couple 

or th ree  or four  cosmonauts and we  d o n t t  think w e  are going t o  
have any problem working w i t h  the cosmonauts. 
t h a t  the real problem i n  the whole mission is  that of 
communications, and once w e  solve t h a t  problem w e  can prove 
that we can work together i n  a l o t  of other areas besides, 

I do think 
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